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The shortcomings of Life Cycle Assessments 
for food and beverage packaging 







LCAs for food and beverage packaging  

Used extensively in evaluating the environmental performance of 
packaging 
Review of 21 LCA studies on food and beverage packaging 



LCAs for food and beverage packaging – main findings  

Focus on greenhouse gas emissions

Largely ignore real end-of-life impacts of packaging

Limited range of packaging applications and types 
of distribution considered

Ignore health impacts of possible chemical 
migration from packaging



European Commission LCA study

No 
analysis of 
use phase 
impacts!



Solutions and recommendations 

Are LCAs the right tool???

Zero and reusable packaging
Shorten food supply chains
Policy change



Website FoEE: https://www.foeeurope.org/resource-use

Website Rethink Plastic: http://www.rethinkplasticalliance.eu/
Email: meadhbh.bolger@foeeurope.org

Twitter: @MeadhbhBolger
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